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AGENDA

JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY October 27, 2026 7:00 p.m.
Jefferson County Courthouse

311 S. Center Avenue, Room C2063
Jefferson, WI 53549

Livestream on YouTube

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN N2ghwZR3TQenotKF1IKEwmQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the webinar.

CALLTO ORDER
ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETINGS LAW

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

COMMUNICATIONS

PUBLIC COMMENT (agenda items)

REPORTS

a. Report —Net New Construction 2026

b. Report—2026 County Apportionment
PUBLIC HEARING

a. 2027 Recommended budget (Public Comment on Budget items)
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

a. Questions and Answers on the 2027 Budget

COMMITTEE REPORTS / RESOLUTIONS / ORDINANCES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
a. Resolution- Authorizing Jefferson County to Intervene in Any Proceedings Before the Public
Service Commission of Wisconsin Involving the Bell Center- Columbia-Sugar Creek-
Illinois/Wisconsin State Line 765-kilovolt Transmission Project (“BECI Project”) (pg. 1-2)

APPOINTMENTS BY BOARD CHAIR
a. Tim Sullivan to the Local Emergency Planning Committee as representative of broadcast and
print media for an indeterminate term. (pg. 3)

PUBLIC COMMENT (General)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADJOURN

NEXT COUNTY BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY, November 10, 2026, at 7:00 P.M.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpEMHeO5g57GTq_YNEEPtsw
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_N2ghwZR3TQenotKF1KEwmQ

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-
Authorizing Jefferson County to Intervene in Any Proceedings Before the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin Involving the Bell Center- Columbia-Sugar Creek-

Illinois/Wisconsin State Line 765-kilovolt Transmission Project (“BECI Project”)

Executive Summary

Midcontinent Grid Solutions (MGS) has proposed a 765-kilovolt transmission line — known as the
BECI project — intended to run approximately 190 miles across southern Wisconsin, including
potential routes through Jefferson County. Jefferson County residents have expressed strong
concerns and opposition to the proposed transmission project. On September 8, 2026, the County
Board passed Resolution 2026-27 opposing the current route alternatives and requesting additional
consideration on a series of topics. Additionally, on September 1, 2026, the Finance Committee
reserved funding from contingency to retain outside legal services as necessary to protect Jefferson
County’s interests in this matter.

MGS has filed an application for Certificate of Authority (“CA”) to operate as a public utility in
Wisconsin with the Public Service Commission. Receiving public utility status would enable MGS
to exercise eminent domain authority to acquire the land necessary to construct this project.
Additionally, MGS has stated their intention to file for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity (“CPCN”) with the Public Service Commission for the BECI project in early 2027. In
the CPCN proceeding, the PSC will consider public need, regional benefits, and design and route
selection.

Wisconsin law allows interested parties the opportunity to request to intervene in cases pending
before the PSC. To ensure that the concerns and positions of Jefferson County are properly
considered by the PSC, it is imperative that Jefferson County make all options available to it,
including intervening in the PSC proceedings concerning the BECI project.

This resolution authorizes Jefferson County to intervene in any proceedings before the PSC
involving the BECI project, including the CA and CPCN proceedings, and authorizes the County
Administrator to retain outside legal and professional services as needed to effectuate intervention.
The Executive Committee considered this resolution at its meeting on October 27, 2026, and
recommended forwarding it to the County Board for approval.

WHEREAS, the Executive Summary is incorporated into this Resolution, and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the proposed routes
for the 765-kV BECI transmission line project, and

WHEREAS, the proposed transmission corridors would require the construction of steel
towers roughly 175-200 feet tall and easements approximately 180 feet wide, posing significant
and permanent impacts to Jefferson County’s agricultural lands, natural resources, rural character,
historic and cultural sites, residential properties, and tourism assets, and



WHEREAS, Jefferson County has a substantial interest in the PSC’s decisions on MGS’s
applications for a Certificate of Authority and a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
because those decisions could affect existing residences, farmland, businesses, and the health,
safety, and welfare of County residents, and

WHEREAS, the County recognizes that early engagement is the most effective means of
ensuring that County concerns are given meaningful consideration in this process, and

WHEREAS, to effectively research, determine, and present the concerns and positions of
Jefferson County, outside legal and professional services will be required.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Jefferson County Board of Supervisors
authorizes Jefferson County to intervene in any proceedings before the Wisconsin Public Service
Commission related to the BECI project, including the pending CA proceeding and the anticipated
CPCN filing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to contract with
outside legal and professional services to effectuate any intervention pursued by Jefferson County.

Fiscal Note: On September 1, 2026, the Finance Committee authorized a transfer of $50,000 from
Contingency to the Administration budget to secure counsel to advise the County in this matter.
No budget amendment is necessary.

Strategic Plan Reference: None

Referred By:
Executive Committee 10-27-2026

REVIEWED: Corporation Counsel: DHT ; Finance Director: MAD



APPOINTMENTS BY COUNTY BOARD CHAIR

By virtue of the authority vested in me under Section 59.54(8) of the Wisconsin Statutes, |
hereby request confirmation of the following appointment:

a. Tim Sullivan to the Local Emergency Planning Committee as representative of broadcast
and print media for an indeterminate term.
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